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language so also it is the anga and not merely
the scale of a Raga that is its distinguishing
feature.”
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Dr. Sunil Kumar Navin

Noor

It was only the last week of March
and the vast bare blue sky was pulsating
with heat. As Sarika and Noor stepped out
of T. N. B. College after their classes, they
covered their faces with scarves to mitigate
the sun’s glare. Hardly had they reached the
main gate, Noor was surprised to find Arif,
her brother waiting at the college entrance
gate.

‘Hurry up and sit on the bike, father asked
me to bring you early.’ Arif said huskily.

‘ Anything serious?’

“Yes, you will know yourself at home. No
more questions, please.” He quipped and
raced his bike homewards.

‘Bye! Sarika, see you tomorrow,” Noor
waved her hand at her friend still puzzled
to know why it was so urgent for sending
Arifto take her home from the college.
Her home was located at Urdu Bazaar, not
very far away from the college. It took her
only ten minutes to reach and both of them
loved to walk the distance to and fro talking
and jesting on the way. Sarika too lived only
a few houses away from hers.

As they reached home, Arif asked her to
enter the house from the rear gate. She was
amazed to find the front portion of the house
decked with colourful tents with white
sidings all around and a few neighbouring
uncles moving around. As she was still in
the rear passageway, a strong flavor of
Rogan mutton being cooked struck her nose.
Her wonder grew all the more to find many
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neighbouring aunts sitting in her bedroom
gossiping and smiling.

‘Oh, Noor has come,’ cried Naseema
Begum, who she fondly called aunt.
Fatima Begum, her mother came rushing
and kissing her forehead asked, ‘Get ready
soon, my child.’

‘Will anyone tell me what’s happening?
Why this rush?’

‘My child, people from your would be
groom’s side have come to see you. Till
morning none of us had any idea of this.
But when you left for your college, I heard
your father talking long with someone on
phone. And soon he broke the news that
guests would arrive at about 1 pm.” She
paused and added, ‘Your brother and uncle
had to run here and there for making the
necessary arrangements we could. You are
my lucky child, beta, perhaps to get this nice
offer. Do you know the boy is an Executive
in his father’s soap industry? Himself an
engineer earning not in thousands, but in
lakhs. Allah has heard my prayers, child.
Would you get ready soon, my child?’
Fatima Begum’s eyes shone sparklingly with
joy.

‘O my God!’ cried Noor. ‘I’'m still studying,
Ammi. [ haven’t completed my graduation
even, you know. How can I think to marry
now? What would happen to my dream?
Haven’t I told you several times that [ want
to become a college teacher?” She shrugged
her shoulder in despair and spoke




helplessly. She continued to persuade her
mother as best as she could, ‘No, no, I
won’t get ready and I plead you to ask Abbu
to send the guests away and say I’'m not
interested in marriage. Is it okay, Ammi?’
She blurted impatiently and beads of
perspiration glistened on her forehead.

‘Are you mad to say so? Who in our
families has gone beyond matriculation, tell
me? You have been allowed this much.
Besides, don’t you know your father, child?
Once he decides, can anyone dare change
him? For Allah’s sake, get ready. Don’t
argue dear. Don’t invite any trouble?
Moreover you can’t get a better offer. And
where is any need for you to work when
your husband will earn so much. What a
great thing dear child, what a great thing!
Life of a queen!” Begum Fatima became
hysterical to get such a lucrative offer for
her daughter.

As Fatima was trying to convince
her daughter, in came Rashid, Noor’s father.

‘Why, aren’t you ready yet? Half an
hour has passed since you have come from
the college. Guests are waiting to see you.
They have got an evening train. Hurry up!’
Rashid said and turned to join his guests in
the hall. But before he left, Begum Fatima
beckoned him to a corner and whispered
something.

With grotesque eyes he looked at
Noor and ignoring her feelings said
brusquely, ‘I will explain you later how in
a hurry this visit was arranged. Get ready
immediately and appear in the hall with tea
cups for the guests, is that fine? Rashid
sternly gave the command more with his
eyes than with his tongue and returned to
the hall.

Helpless Noor felt like crying but
had no courage to protest and go against

her father. She cursed her fate to be born in
a family where a girl’s feelings and
sentiments had no value and respect. No
voice of hers! Her mind roved to how for
centuries a woman particularly of her race
had been confined within four walls and
treated no better than merely an object to
gratify men’s lust, rear children and remain
bound to the wheel of drudgery — cooking,
washing, mopping the floors... Educated
or uneducated, all had the same fate. ‘Shit!’
she muttered softly.

Sluggishly she came with tea cups,
wished salam aleikum and served the guests
with tea. She sat demurely across the centre
table in a chair.

‘Anything you would like to
question?’ Rashid asked the guests.

‘No, no, what question needs to be
asked. No, not at all. She is a college going
girl. What can we ask her?’ Dazzled at
Noor’s beauty Farooq rose and put a fat
wad of currency notes and a gold ring as
shagun (an auspicious thing) in her hands
and asked her, ‘Beta, you might leave.” He
had bought the gold ring in a hurry assuming
that he might need it if the girl came to his
expectation.

Allah had perhaps taken a special
care to build her form. She was tall, slender
and strikingly elegant. She was milky fair.
Big eyes with kohl, sharp nose and long dark
hair made her extremely attractive. Besides,
in her embroidered pink dress she looked
no less than a Zannat’s hoor. Farooq could
not have desired more in a girl for his son.
The only thing missing on her face was the
natural radiance and glow which commonly
adorns the girl of her age. She looked
pensive.

‘May be she wasn’t at all prepared
for this surprise,” Farooq thought.
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And when she left, Farooq joyfully
embraced Rashid and said, ‘We are now in
relations.’

‘What’s this, Noor? Ever since you
have been betrothed, smile has forgotten
your way. You look so solemn and morose.
Thinking of poor Salim, perhaps, isn’t it?’
Sarika teased her friend next day during the
leisure period in the college.

Noor had been in Salim’s love for
quite some time. He was a distant cousin
studying medicines abroad. It was Noor
herself who had told Sarika about her love.
She had been dreaming to marry him
someday after she had done her masters.
No calls, nothing, before marriage.

Noor felt tickled at her friend’s
question, shrugged her shoulder in utter
despair and a little later to please her friend
spread her lips in a broad smile.

‘Is that okay? Badmash.’

‘But where is the erstwhile radiance
in it? It seems you have borrowed one to
please me.’

‘Where from should I bring it, tell
me, when it is all happening against my
will? The pity is I can’t even tell anybody
about my love for Salim. It would have been
too early. Who would have thought Abbu
would surprise us all this way? I feel
perplexed and don’t know what to do. How
can I face him who vowed to marry me?
He assured me sincerely that he would either
marry me or remain a bachelor? O my Allah!
I find my wit unhinging and unsettling, my
friend.’

Noor was like a painting drawn by
an artist in her sad agitation and caught in
the coils of circumstances fighting a losing
battle.

‘Should I talk to your mother? She
might understand your plight and convince

your father to find a solution.” Sarika said
with grave concern.

‘I don’t think it will work. My Abbu
is a headstrong man with old ideas. It is
like moving a rock to bend and change him
from his stance. Moreover, he won’t allow
anyone to come between him and his
decision. I know him well.’

Noor felt trapped like a bird in a
cage. She could, of course, flutter her wings
only to get her feathers damaged by the bars.

It was in her cousin’s marriage Noor
first saw Salim. At the very first glance he
appeared quite amiable with his polished
demeanour. He was fairly tall, with a noble
face and bearing. It was rumoured that after
returning from abroad he would set up his
own hospital.

Salim was looked at with great
admiration by the girls who were of
marriageable age as well as their parents
who thought he might show interest in them.
But he showed his interest in none except
Noor. Having a long look at her without
being observed from a distance, he fell for
her exquisite beauty and felt a sudden crush.
In order to have a word now with her he
helped himself with a silly excuse, ‘If you
don’t mind, will you, please, bring me a
glass of water from inside the house. I feel
so thirsty.” It wasn’t difficult for Noor to
understand the gentleman’s intention and
with a gentle smile quipped, ‘Why, you can
have the whole tanker of'it; it is kept outside
at the gate.’

Her jest did not offend him. On the
contrary, it increased his admiration for her.

‘Fine, sorry to trouble you. It should
have occurred to me,’ he said tapping his
forehead with his hand and moved away.
‘Wait, wait, there isn’t any tanker outside, I
was jesting. [ am bringing water for you.’




She said before he moved away from the
scene.

‘Thank you so much for the trouble,’
Getting the glass of water Salim thanked
her and continued, ‘To be precise, asking
for water was just an excuse for initiating a
talk, which, I think, you too might have
understood. I had long heard about you from
a friend and someday wished to talk to you
personally. From his talk itself I grew
fascination for you. What I find is more than
what I had imagined. By the way I should
introduce myself to you that I have been
pursuing medicines in the US. Next year [
will be back to India. Presently, I will stay
for a few more days here and then leave for
the States. May I have the pleasure of seeing
you sometimes till I am here, please?

Noor wasn’t ready for all this. She
said hesitatingly, ‘I don’t know what it is
like in your family, but here my Abbu is
very strict particularly about girls. He won’t
allow my coming to meet you. My brothers
also will abhor.’

‘Well, can you spare some time in
your college then? I would like some more
talks with you.’

Noor nodded her head coyly in
approval, for by now, she herself had felt a
little drawn to him. She didn’t want to desist
him from meeting her in the college.

In a week’s time they met not less
than ten times and one day as they were still
chatting under a sprawling tamarind tree,
Salim rose at his feet and bending a little
said with all seriousness, ‘May I propose
to seek your hands in marriage after [ return
from the US next year?’

Noor was taken aback at this sudden
proposal of marriage. She blushed. Though
drawn towards him and wanting very much
to say a loud yes, she was at her wit’s end

to comment anything at the moment. It was
as if she had been dreaming with open eyes.
She stared with eyes fixed at him and said,
‘Presently I don’t know what to say. I'm
none to decide my marriage. I am still
studying. Besides, this is something the
elders in the family are supposed to settle.’

A seemingly cold response from
Noor didn’t surprise Salim at all. She was
perhaps right in her own way. His
admiration for her grew still further.

‘Okay, I will send my father to your
family with the proposal when the time is
propitious. But for the moment I solemnly
declare in the name of Allah, ‘I’ll marry
you or never.’

Noor couldn’t believe what she
heard. She was overtaken by her feminine
sentiments. Instead of speech tears took the
charge of her tongue. Was there any need of
four sacred words in response ‘I Love You
Too’?

That night Noor decided to forgo her
dinner and confining herself in her room
cried the whole night till her eyes had got
swollen. She didn’t expect that she would
be engaged without a warning. Her dream
to marry Salim collapsed like a castle of
cards.

In the morning as she stood before
a mirror she was horrified to see her
grotesque face. She washed her face clean
and the first thing she decided to do was to
whatsapp Salim a message.

Dear Salim,

I am mortally pained to write the
first and the last message to you. It is often
said that history repeats itself. In my case,
it is worse than was expected. It all
happened without any one of us had any idea.
Yesterday only I have been betrothed to
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Aslam who I have never seen or heard.
Once in the past, Akbar, the Great came
between his son, Salim and his love. And
now my father suddenly found me a groom.
I couldn’t protest either. It happened like
the flash of lightning without a warning. I
was brought from the college and was
presented before some unknown guests.
They found in me a suitable bride for Mr.
Farooq’s son and it was all over in just a
blink of an eye. I have nothing more to tell
you but to forget me like a bad dream. You
will find girls many times more beautiful
than me. The girl you marry must consider
herself proud and lucky. I, on my part, will
keep your solemn words like a priceless
treasure deep in the recesses of my heart.

Your Unfortunate

Noor

As she concluded the letter, some
vain drops of warm tears washed the screen
of her tablet. Afterwards she cried silently
for some time in her bed and cursed the day
she was engaged. Hardly had she soaked
her tears with a corner of her dupatta, she
got Salim’s reply.

Dear Noor,

May Allah bestow peace and
happiness upon you, dear. You are, indeed,
what your name stands for. You are a chosen
child of Allah. Nowadays when children
are turning against their parents, you have
the celestial nobility in you that you are an
obedient child. I would have been really
lucky to get you as my soul mate, but
everyone is not so blessed. I will have to
content myself with your sweet memories.
I will remain to pray to my Allah to grant
me your company if not in this life, at least

in the next one. May you remain blessed as
ever!

Your poor

Salim

A couple of months later Noor was
married to Aslam Sheikh. The marriage was
a pompous one. The presence of the MLA,
Mr. Hukumdeo Narayan Singh and local
ward commissioners was the highlight of
the function. When the Kazi asked her
whether the nikah with Aslam was
acceptable, she missed her beat and took a
longer than usual time to nod her head.
Hundreds of people present there blessed
the couple with Amen.

Aslam brought a jewellery box and
a large bouquet of red rose and jasmine
flowers to mark the first night. As he closed
the door shut behind him, a fear numbed
and paralyzed Noor. He sat in a corner of
the bed and was amazed to find her weeping.
“You are weeping? Has anyone offended
you?’
‘No, none,’ she said meekly.
‘Why are you crying then? Do you feel
nervous or you are afraid of me?’ Aslam
asked very politely.

There wasn’t any reply. He thought
Noor might have heard or read some strange
stories of brutality regarding the first night.

Trying to console her and dispel
some imagined fear from her mind, he
continued, ‘My dear Noor. You need not
worry and be afraid of me. [ won’t like to
vex you at all. Sleep peacefully. You look
tired. The night’s rest will refresh you
indeed.’

The story of the first night continued
even after ten days and as Aslam would shut
the door behind, Noor would shrink to a




corner and begin to weep and would not
allow him near her. He lost his patience
one day and asked, ‘Aren’t you happy with
this marriage? It seems something bothers
and pesters your mind. Tell me if you can.’

Encouraged by his decent behavior
and kind words she wiped her tears and
began with difficulty, ‘You are indeed a
gentleman or you might have chosen to crush
me as people do with a flower.” She paused
and took some breath to continue, ‘I didn’t
want to marry so early. But couldn’t protest
either. When people from your side came
suddenly one afternoon to see me, I pleaded
with my Ammi to send them away. She was
too excited with your annual income as if [
were to marry with currency notes.’

‘Is that all or something else
troubles you?’ Aslam was sure that such a
petty matter couldn’t keep the bride away
from her groom. ‘Feel free and open your
heart.’

‘This marriage is against my wish.
Ilove someone else.” She mustered courage
and said plainly.

Aslam was shocked to hear what
Noor said. He didn’t want any further
details of the man Noor was in love with.
Asking about him would have tormented her
indeed which he didn’t like.

‘Why didn’t you refuse then?’

‘I didn’t have courage to protest and go
against my father. It happened as if in a flash.
I wasn’t at all prepared for what happened
and allowed any time to ponder over.
Moreover it would have created a great
turmoil in the house. I couldn’t speak much
and silently allowed things to take course.’

‘Oh! I see. Our parents still live in
the old fashioned world without realizing
that times have changed.’

He came out of the room and paced
the floor for sometime in great agony and
agitation. He lighted a cigarette to unburden
his mind and also to see what he could do
about it.

Half an hour later he again shut the
door behind him and coming close to her
said with a heavy heart, ‘Noor, You are
exquisitely beautiful. Fortunate must be the
man who claims your love. Anyway, don’t
get panicked and disturbed. You live for a
few months peacefully without any fear in
this house. Don’t let my parents sense that
we are not living like husband and wife. I
will occupy the same room with you, but
you need not fear. I won’t like any gossip
about our relations. A few months later |
will find some pretext to divorce you and |
will feel happy to arrange your marriage
myself with your love. You can depend upon
my words.’

As Aslam was assuring her dignity
and protection, she was overwhelmed with
his honest concern and suddenly erupted a
fountain of tears from her eyes which soaked
a portion of the bed.

And for himself, Aslam took a
solemn vow never to get tricked again by
the sacred institution which people call
marriage.
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Philosophical
contribution of
Rashtrasant Prayers for
National Integration

Abstract :

Tukdoji Maharaj was a noble self
realized saint. His early life was full of
Sadhana both spiritual and yogic exercises.
He spent much of his early life in the deep
jungles of Ramtek, Salburdi, Ramdhighi and
Gondoda. Even though he was formally not
much educated, his metaphysical spirit and
potentiality was of very high order. His
devotional songs permeate full spirit of
devotion and moral values. His Khanjeri,
traditional musical instruments was unique
and his style of playing it was unparallel.
Tukdoji the

congregational prayer wherein all the

stressed much on
people irrespective of their religion, could
participate. His prayer system is really
unique and matchless in the world. He
claimed that his congregational prayer
system could be bound to bind the masses
in the chain of brotherhood and love. In this
paper specially focused on his contribution
in national integration by his prayres.

Keywords:- prayer, gramgeeta, humanity
Introduction : Rashtrasant Tukdoji was
born in a remote village, viz. Yawali in
Amravati district of Maharashtra (India) on
30th April 1909 in the poverty-ridden
family. He completed his primary education
at Yawali and Warkhed. The name of this

Prof. Bhavik Maniyar
Bharsingi
veduminu@gmail.com

great man was Manik and father’s name
Namdeo. He was born (1909) in Ingle family
(surname). His father was a very poor tailor.
He was never interested in taking the
education, instead he would like to sit with
the people in temples and sing the songs.
He learned the art of playing “khanjiri” (an
instrument of about 6 inches diameter with
the diaphragm of thin animal skin, played
by one of the palms and held in other).
Manik accepted the great saint of Varkhed
Shri Adkoji Maharaj as his Guru. Manik
would amuse the people by singing his own
instant compositions on the rhythm of
khanjiri. In early life, he came in contact
with many noble saints. Samartha Adkoji
Mabharaj showered love on him and graced
him with yogic power. He was bachelor;
however, his life was dedicated for the
services of the masses irrespective of caste,
class, creed or religion. He was all the
while absorbed in spiritual pursuits. He
critically observed the nature of the people
and channelized them for the cause of their
upliftment. He had self realized vision and
throughout his life, taught the lessons for
the purity of hearts and malice for none. In
1935 Tukdoji organized a Maharudra Yojna

on the hills of salburdi where more than
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three lakhs of people came to participate.
After this Yojna, his fame spread far and
wide came to be respected throughout
Madhya Pradesh. In 1936 he was invited
by Mahatma Gandhi to his Sewagram
Ashram where stayed a month. Thereafter
Tukdoji started mass awakening through
cultural and spiritual programmes and
plunged ahead long into the national
freedom struggled in 1942.

Musical contribution of Tukdoji Maharaj
“Mani Nahi Bhaav, Mhane Deva Mala
Pav, Deo Bajarcha Bhaji pala Nahire”
“You have not made up your mind to give
up your ego, and you want that God should
bless you, why ? Do you think God is like
vegetables available in any market.” This
is one of the most popular bhajans (holy
song) of Great saint Tukdoji Maharaj . He
came extremely popular due to his “easy to
sing” kind of bhajans for the villagers.
Mahatma Gandhi used to call him for
meeting and he would like his bhajans very
much. Manik was named as “Tukdoji” by
his Guru, the name which he very much
like. Tukdoji Maharaj entered the
independence movement at that time and
instigated people to participate in the
struggle for independence. He wrote the
bhajans of patriotic meaning, that created
awakening in the villagers. He wrote the
volumes of “Gramgita” a book that became
bible for the villagers. Rashtrasant used to
sing the devotional songs, however, with
the passage of time, he impressed the
masses that God is not only in Temples,
Churches or Masjids, and he is everywhere.

His powers have no limits. He advised his

followers to follow the path of self
realization. He firmly opposed the
priesthood and propagated the eternal
values and universal truth. His Literary
contribution is also immense and of high
order. He has composed both in Hindi and
Marathi three thousand Bhajans, two
thousand Abhangas, five thousand ovis and
contributed more than six hundred articles
on religious, social and national aspects and
on formal and informal education.
Rashtrasant a self illuminating star and a
dynamic leader of divert actions. He was
well known for many arts and skills. In the
spiritual field, he was a great yogi, and in
cultural field, he was a treat orator and
musician.

On the
basis of his experience and insight the

Composition of ‘Gramgeeta’

Rashtrasant composed ‘Gramgeeta’
wherein he exposed the present realities and
gave a new concept of development for
rural India. In 1955 he was invited to Japan
for World Religions’ Parliament and World
Peace Conference. Both the Conferences
were inaugurated with the tone of Khanjeri
of Rashtrasant Tukdoji with great
appreciation from thousands in the audience
present in the Conference Hall.
Establishment of Gurukunj Ashram :
After his release from the jail,
initiated social reform movements and
struggled hard against blind faith,
untouchably, superstition, cow-slaughter
and other social evils, He established his
Gurukunj Ashram at Mozari village about
120 Km from Nagpur, where constructive

programmes were implemented with active




participation of his followers. At the very
entrance of the Ashram he inscribed its
motto as-

“Sabke liye khula hai mandir

yaha hamara”
‘Open to all is the temple of ours’
‘Welcome to all from every creed and
religion’

‘Welcome to all from home and abroad’

After the dawn of independence,
Tukdoji concentrated his full attention to
rural reconstruction works and organized
many kinds of camps for constructive
workers. His activities were impressive
and of great national interest. Dr. Rajendrea
Prasad, Prasident of India showered love
on him respectfully bestowed the honor
‘Rashtrasant’ in one of the great gatherings
at Gurukunj Ashram. Thereafter people
widely called him ‘Rashtrasant’ with great
respect.
Conclusion : Rashtrasant Tukdoji used to
work in person with the villagers in road
construction, village-sanitation and other
activities. His writings both prose and
poetry are full of devotion and the spirit of
humanity. His nobility was of very high
order. His selfless devotion and dedication
are .bound to teach the lessons for the
generations to come. He was a good social
reformer. He did the work of reformation
through counseling the people, delivering
inspiring lectures, with the help of
‘Khanjeri’ in Bhajans. He lashed the
ominous rituals in his bhajans. His bhajans
casted a good effect on the development of
villages .A person who learnt only up to

second standard, took a good interest in

freedom movement. He tried to root out

social  injustice, untouchability,
superstitions and stressed development of
youth, cleaning of villages, development of
farming by his khanjeri Bhajans and
Abhanga. Tukdoji maharaj was a shining
star in the tradition of the saints of our great

India.
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The journal welcomes articles and other writing materials mainly related to

Music, Art & Literature.

Stories, Poems, Short Literary Pieces, Proverbs, Anecdotes of good taste

may be sent.
Articles and writing materials may be sent in Hindi, English and Marathi.

Research Articles and other writing material will be published subject to

their approval and selection by Editorial Board of the Journal.

All submissions should be typed in MS-Word, “KRUTI DEV 050’ font should

be used and send it in Document as well as PDF format.

In all matters related to the publication of the articles and other material the

decision of the Editorial Board of the Journal will be final.
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