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Date: 14™ FEBRUARY 2023 Time: 11:30 A.M.

The Post Graduate Teaching Department of Law, Rashtrasant Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur
University, Nagpur organized a National Webinar on “Transformative Constitutionalism”
under the supervision of Dr. Girish Kulkarni Sir, Assistant Professor, PGTD of Law, RTMNU
and Dr. Payal Thaorey Ma’am, Convener of the webinar as well as the Head of the Department
& Assistant Professor PGTD of Law, RTMNU and the resource person for the webinar was
Hon’ble Prof. Dr. Dilip Ukey Sir, Vice- Chancellor of Maharashtra National Law University,
Mumbai on the 14" of February 2023 at 11:30 a.m. through Cisco-Webex.

The convener of the webinar Dr. Payal Thaorey Ma’am, Head and Assistant Professor, PGTD
of Law RTMNU, delivered the welcomed address. The host of the webinar Miss. Madhura
Bhande introduced the Hon'ble Resource Person Prof. Dr. Dilip Ukey Sir, Vice-Chancellor,
MNLU, Mumbai.

Prof. Dr. Dilip Ukey Sir enlightened the participants with his words on the
“TRANSFORMATIVE CONSTITUTIONALISM”, the brief outline of the webinar is as

under:

The keynote speaker focused on Constitutionalism first in order to understand the
transformative constitutionalism in proper manner. He stated that the constitutionalism is
nothing but the limited government and not limited governance which ensures that people shall

be able to exercise their fundamental right.

“The history of constitutionalism is the history of making of constitution, it’s unmaking, it’s
interpretation and its application including the protection of basic fundamental human rights of
the individual.”; the aforementioned statement was discussed with the help of these series of
classic judgements from the cases, The Great Britain’s Dr. Bonham case, The USA’s Marbury
v Madison in addition to that with Indian context J. P. Mittal, Maneka Gandhi, A.K. Gopalan.
Along with that also discussed the eightfold facets of constitutionalism given by Jurist Louis
Henkin.

The Transformative Constitutionalism emerged from the South Africa propounded by the
Former Chief Justice of South Africa Pius Langa. Wherein India, Justice Krishna lyer was the
one who referred to the notion on Transformative Constitutionalism. The practice of Sati,
Devdasi, Untouchability was abolished along with that the insertion of the Article 17,23,24 in



the Constitution showcases the practice of Transformative Constitutionalism in India. The
series of Judgement given on homosexuality from Naz Foundation to Navtej Singh Johar by
partially decriminalizing Article 377 and recognising the rights of LGBTQ Community is a
facet of Transformative Constitutionalism in addition to that K.S. Puttaswamy’s Judgement

and Sabrimala Judgement showcases the same.

The session was lastly addressed by the question that; Are we transformed enough what Dr.
Babasaheb Ambedkar had thought back then? Because we as a society always fight for our
rights but forget to fulfil our duties. Judiciary is there for us for deliver the transformative
judgements, Legislative will do their job but what about us? Until and unless we focus on
performing our fundamental duties, we will surely not be able to achieve the transformation in

a proper way.

This Great Session was then continued by the Q and A round. The queries of the participants

are as follows:

1) How the transformative constitutionalism will be understood in the form of limited

judiciary for judicial accountability?

Ans: s it not the accountability of the judiciary when they recognised the rights of the third
gender, when they recognised the rights of the unwed mothers, entry of women in the temples?
in terms of India judicial accountability is there. It is not necessary that when there is a
constitution, there is also a constitutionalism or transformative constitutionalism. It is not the

constitution per se but each one of us need to contribute.

2) What is the difference between constitution, constitutional law and constitutionalism
and how can we build the relationship of all the three concepts including the

jurisprudence?

Ans: Constitution means the text of the constitution. Constitutional law includes even the
conventions, custom, traditions. For instance, today its not Article 21 is just important but also
Maneka Gandhi’s Case which gives more importance to it. Constitutionalism which simply

means that it limits the legislative or executive power of government.

After this informative webinar the formal vote of thanks was proposed by the Assistant
Professor of Post Graduate Teaching Department of Law, RTMNU, Dr. Girish Kulkarni Sir.



WEBINAR DETAILS

e WEBINAR LINK

https://rtmnunagpur.webex.com/rtmnunagpur/j.php?MTID=m84cb2daf2
923664864e63145eb2eb9ab

e YOUTUBE LINK OF WEBINAR
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j4HD3A109Ms&t=16s
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How informative did you find our Webinar?
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How would you rate the content of this Webinar?
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How would you rate the presentation of Prof. (Dr.) Dilip Ukey?
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In future, would you like to attend more webinars on this topic?
82 responses
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® No

100%

Dr. Payal Thaorey
Head, PGT Department of Law,
RTMNU



