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REPORT

AWARENESS PROGRAMME ON "ANTI-RAGGING LAWS IN INDIA'"
on 09-08-2024 at 9:30 am

Post Graduate Teaching Department of Law (Autonomous), RTMNU organized an awareness
lecture on the topic of "Anti-Ragging Laws in India" on 9" August 2024 at 9.30 am in the
department premises. Mrs. Shikha Gupta, Faculty, PGTD Law, RTMNU was invited as
resource person to enlighten the students on this topic. Ms. Sakshi, student of PGTD of Law,
RTMNU formally introduced the resource person and Dr. Payal Thaorey, Head PGTD of Law
welcomed the guest speaker. In her theme setting remark, Dr. Thaorey explained the objective
of educating students and faculty about the legal framework, consequences, and preventive
measures associated with ragging in educational institutions and also shred information about
Departmental Anti Ragging Committee. This lecture was attended by over 90 students, non-

teaching staff and faculties of the PGTD Law.

The eminent speaker commenced her session with historical context with respect to actions of
ragging, various myths & actual facts, psychological and physical impact it has on students,
and the dire current scenario in country. Mrs. Gupta shared various reported incidences of the
ragging at medical colleges and other respectable institutions. In its legal context, “Ragging
is understood as a systematic human rights abuse exerted by seniors over juniors to establish
dominance and is inclusive of verbal abuse, physical abuse, psychological abuse, sexual abuse,

forceful drug abuse; direct or indirect”, she added. A thorough explanation by the resource



person also covered basic statistical data that, “UGC received 4000 complaints in last 5 years
through helpline, highest number of cases are found engineering and medical education
institutions” & in such a scenario role of Raghavan committee’s notable contribution to

identify ragging as a criminal act and establish a legal system was put forth the audience.

For a practical understanding she demonstrated with examples that actions
of ragging are generally confused with general day to day actions but it helped the students to
understand that simple forceful daily life chores such as completion of projects, personal work,
practice and styles varying person to person or group to group, making juniors dance
uncomfortably, overburdening with work, following certain unreasonable rules etc. which may
look like bonding also amounts as ragging. She identified the possible place such as hostels,
classrooms, canteen, educational tours as well where one may face instances of ragging and
urged students not to bear neither commit any such act of ragging and added that reporting of

ragging incidences is duty of individual as well as institutions.

In her concluding remark she specified clearly that ragging shall not be accepted
as tradition and everyone must develop zero tolerance against such actions. Ragging awareness,
anti ragging cells, helpline, inclusion in NCERT and SCERT school books, exemplary
punishments to perpetrators, inclusion in BNSS under sec 296, 126 127, 351 are some
initiatives curbing the incidences of the issue. A student found guilty may be expelled from
institutions, banned to enter from premises, cancellation of educational facilities so received
etc. The speaker urged students to report the incidence as victim or even as vigilant member of
society, to head of your institution, not to live in isolation, call anti ragging helpline (

18001805522) and not to commit any such practice at all.

In an interactive session, a student shared his own experience of ragging at previously enrolled
institutions. Another question was if junior can be charged for ragging, and the speaker clarified

that it will amount to criminal act under BNS not ragging per se.

Dr Payal Thaorey, Head, PGTD Law, RTMNU; ; Dr Vijayata Uikey, Assistant Professor,
PGTD Law, RTMNU; Dr Girish Kulkarni, Assistant Professor, PGTD Law, RTMNU along
with the faculty coordinators Mrs. Padma Chobe, Mrs. Richa Kochar, Ms. Shivani Khandate,
Mrs. Anushree Mukte Mr. Tariq Khan extended their full support in organizing and making

the event a huge success. A formal vote of thanks was proposed by Mrs. Padma Chaube.
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