Filed on - 06-02-2020

Order reserved on : O4~0_9-2020
Order pronounced./ - 18-09-2021
issued on - - :

Duration--' 01 Year, 7 Mdnth, 12 Days.

- Rashtrasant Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur University, Nagpur
BEFORE THE GRIEVAN CES COMMITTEE. -
. {Presided over by‘ Shri. Arvind J, Rohee, former District Ju dge.)

Gnemn@e P@titi@n Ho. @ﬁ /2020

A@Eh@amt Dr. Umajl Panduran31 Nalhe
Griewn@@ Retired Librarian,
Petitioner - Resident of Sainagar,

Wardha, Distt-Wardha
~ Mobile No. 909696?543

- VERSUS -
Non-Applicant/ 1. Swavlambi Shikshan
Respondent : 3 Prasarak Mandal, Wardha

through its Secretary

. 2. Swavlambi College of

- Education, Dhantoli,
Wardha through its
Officiating Principal

o _ {(Deliveréd on 18-09-2021)

1. The Apphcant approached this - forum under
Sectlon 79(1). of the Maharashtra Public Universities-Act,

it1p1e rehefs as per prayer &-,lause VlZ' :.

2016 -Sﬁ:@}%ﬂng,_.

(a) Refund of jthé"f__égpendimre incurred by him'while éeft_':iﬂg

as Officiating Principal as advance amount. -



(b) Payment of Provident Fund amount ‘which is delayed
and remamed unpaid even after 6 to 7 amounts of his
retu‘ement.

(c) Seeks the leave encashment. _

(cl] Seeks the duphcate Service ‘Book with up-to-date

entrles

. (e) Seeks mterest on the delayed payment on account of

neghgence on the part of Dr' D. B. Punse, his successor

and present Officiating Prmc:.pal

- {f) Seeks departmental actlon against Dr. D. B. Punse i'or

dereliction in duty and causing deliberate delay in

processing the legitimate claim of the Applicant.

The Applicant Jemed the college run by the

“mstitute as leranan on 17.7.1991 and retired on'

superannuation on 31.07.2019. His post was duly
approved by the University and the College was getting the

‘grant-in-aid from the Govt.

It is stated that during the period from 01.08.2017
to 18.01.2018, the Applicant was working as Officiating

"I Principal with due approval of the University and

" thereafter from 19.120 18 the present Officiating Principal -

Shri D.B. Punse tock over. It is stated that during his

tenure as Officiating Principal the Applicant incurred

© expenses from his pocket by wity of advance to the college

for making payment’ of eiectnelty bills, telephone bills and': '

. other office expenses However this amount remamed'

. unpaid inspite of repeated request letters from 22.10.2018

to 22.07.2019, for no reasons. He is, therefore, entitled to
refund of the advance paid by him. :




4,  Itis stated that inspite of retirement, the Officiating
Principal did not take steps for release of the amount of
Provident Fund from his account, causing financial

crunch and inconvinience to him.

5. According to Applicant at the time of his
retirement, 300 days of Earned Leave Was to hie credit. He

is entl‘tled to its encashment as per rules. However, the

_ Ofﬁmatmg Prmc1pal d1d not take any steps in this behalf.

It is alleged that even the duphcate Service Book is not _
issued to him after retirement and he suspects that it has

been lost or misplaced deliberately.

[%)]

It is stated that after his pay was revised under 7t
Pay Commission, there was delay in seeking the proposal

for revision of his pension. Hence this grievance.

7. ' On'hotice the Non-Applicants fited a common reply
dated 26‘,08_.2021 and denied the claim of the Applicant
regarding a.lleged delay in - processing legitimate claim.
_Aceording to Non-Applicants there was no delay in
p_roce_ssing the claim and the Applicant was paid all. the
legitimate dues exeept the amount of advance iﬁcurred by
him to meet urgent expenses since the Asstd, Charity |

ET R S _ 'CUInmISStOﬂer Wardha seized the Bank Accoum of College
| aver the dlspute between the Trus‘tees and new account is

permltted to be opened in the name of college to meet -
mi eee lam,uus expenses The Apphcaut wiule Workmg as

'Ufﬁw‘—*img Prmmpal could have withdrawn the amount of

advanceés incurred- by Iim out of _prevmus ‘Pank Account

of College. He, however, failed to do so and is now blaming



10.

the present Principal for no fault of his. The Applicant was -
operating the Bank Account of the College, while working

as Officiating Principal.

It is stated that after the Applicant’s retirement, a
proposal for release of Provident Fund am;ount from his
account was fmfwarded to the Joint Director, Higher
Education, Nagpur ]jivision, Nagpur on 28.09.2019. On
seeking approval to it the amount is credited to the Bank
Account of the College on 07.02.2020 and it was paid the
Applicant by Cheque on 08.02.2020. As such there is no
delay and hence there isno guestion of payment of interest

to the Applicant.

Thé Applicant received pension as per 6th Pay
Commission and the same was sanctioned to him within 4
monthé _promptly' after his retirement. A proposal for
fixation of his pay as per 7t Pay Commission was .
subinitted on 28.09.2019 to the Joint Director, Higher
Education, Nagpur Division, Nagpur. On its approval,
pension is suitably revised as per 7% Pay Commission. It
is stated that a duplicate Service Book is already issued in. |
presence  of _ t‘ﬂe  staff members. However, '-.i:tls-
acknowledgement rernained to be obtained i.n good faith
and now the Applicant is falsely blami_rig the Officiating. -

Principal. 7 =

On 06;5};'—-&5—;-2020 after seeking verification of Earned
Leave Account of Applicant, a proposal was forwarded for
its encashment to the Joint Director. Reminder letters

were also issued twice on 17.10.2020 and 29.10.2020 and
thereafter the Joint Director, Higher 'Educa'.‘tior_l, Nagpur
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12.

13.

DlVlSlOl’l Nagpur ‘accorded approval to the encashment of
balance Earned Leave on 31.12. 2020 and thereafter hxs
kill was submltted on 06.01.2021 to the concerned

authority and amount was released. to the Applicant after

apprm‘ral of the bill o 19.04.2021, thxough Cheque. As
such there is no delay in making payment.

Cltis stated that some delay occcurred on account of
Corona Pendamic and lock-down in the year 2020-2 1. The

Applicant is, therefore, not entitled to any relief;

_ 'I‘he partles have filed written subnnssmns We
have considered it on 04. 09. 2021. When the matter was
called out for final hearing, the Applicant attended in
person, whereas Shiri D.B. Punse, Officiating Principal
appeared on .be_half of the Non-Apvplicants.

_ Oral submissions of both the parties were heard by
the Members of the Grievances Committee present. The
Membeirs'of the Grievances Comxhittee' then discussed the
matter and the issues involv_ed and came to unanimous
conclusion. . The .Members' pfeeen‘t approved the draft
order authored by the Chairman on circulation and then

the order is pronounced today in presence of the parties,

with due notice to them.

'_" ’ A

14,

- On the basis of the submissions made and the -
material produeed on record, the only point arises for -

eenmdera"uon is whether the Aﬂpmeant is enutled to any

. relief and interest on accou nt r\*‘ alleged delay in processing’

~~his c}.anns'-’ We answer the iss sug .as parﬂy- ves, for the

followmg reasons.
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REASONS

Both the parties have submitted photocopies of
relevant documents in’ support of their claim. The
Members of the Grievances Committee -present” have

carefully gone through the same while considering the

~ Applicant’s claim. During the course of | arguments

Officiating Principal- accepted orai direction given by the
Grievances Committee to him regarding release of the
amount of advance in due to the App]ica.ﬁ.t from the New
Bank Account opened as pef_ orders of the Asstt. Charity
Commissioner, Wardha. Since the transactiohs in the
previous Bank Account of the College and Socie‘ty were
suspended over dispute amongst Trustees and till it is
sorted out. There is no difficulty in making payment to
the Applicant frbm- the New Bank Account which .is
operati;mail, since it is the accepted position that the
Applicant incurred expenses as Advance amount to meet
urgent expenditure of college administration. Officiating
Principal is, therefore, directed to satisfy the claim of the
Applicant from the said Bank Account preferably within
fortnight. This would _nbt viclate or_infringe the order
fussed by the Asstt. .Chaﬁfy Commisgioner, Wardha.

So far as claim for issuance of duplicate Service

r_-‘.gok to the Applicant is. c__qj:i__a:f;—:_r.:md, overlooking the
- -allegations and counter alicgatichs regarding handing over’

~chuplicate Service Book to Applicasit in presence of staff

members, it can still be issued to the Applicant, since it is
statéd that original Service Book is in the custody of the
present Officiating Prinéipal. The Officiating Principal is,
therefore, directed to provide e duplicate (photocopies of N
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the original) service book to the Applicant within fortnight

. after obtaining its acknowledgement from the Avpplicant.

During the course. of a'rguments, the Applicant

admitted that during pendency of this Grievance Petition

he received the pending claim of Provident Fund, Leave
Eneashmient and he is also getting revised pension as per

7th Pay Commissi,_en. It is true that there is some delay in

| pro_ce_s'sing those 'claims. ‘However, as stated by the Non-

~ Applicants in their reply, the'Grievances -Committee treat

it as reasonable and caused due to Corona Pendamic.
Further, when a proposal is forwarded to the Govt through "

Joint Director, Higher Educa‘tlon Nagpur Division,

' Nagpur, it takes some time to process it and for

administrative reasons some delay occurs. It is obvious
from record that efter retirement of the Appiicant his
legitimate claims have. been processed within reasonable
timé and now nothing is due to him. In such
circumstances of the case, it is not' preper nor fair to

consider and accept the request of the App]icant for grant

.- of interest for the delayed payment The same is, therefore

: rejected

The Applicant’s request to direct initiation of
disciplinary actjon against present Officiating Princijral for

'alleged delay",'"*“"'lapses and deriliction in duty cafifiot be

'con31dered since ultlmately 1t is for the maﬂagement to

'smn in this regard ’I‘he Apphcant IS free to

wathogity in
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In view of the above, nothing survive in this
Grievance Petition, since claim is partly satisfied and the

foellowing operative order is passed.

(a) Grievance Petition is parﬂy allowed.

(b) The Non—Af:p]icénts are directed to make payment of
.butsta-nding amount 6f the advances incurred by the
Appllcant from the New Bank Account of the Co]lege
within for‘tmght from today

(¢) The Non-Applicant No.2 is directed to provide

| photocopy of the original Service Book of the Applicant

to him as duplicate Service Beok within fortnight from
today. |

(d) The claim of the Applicant for payment of interest on

allcged delay in processing claim for Leave
Encashment, Revision of Pension, Provident Fund
Amount is rejected, since so called delay of few months
occurred seems to be neither deliberate nor with _

malafide intention.

(e) The Appropriate Auinority may consider thé Applicant’s
request, if made for taking action against the present
Officiating Principal for the alleged, lapses, dereliction

Cin dut'y. and 2} ligence in processing Applicant’s clajma

- The findn’xg‘ ﬁ,wrded above, however, will not ;nﬂuem,e'
the Enqulrjgr Ofﬁcer while conducting 1nqu11v, ) .f
initiated. ' o




o

() The parties are directed to bear their respective costs of

the Grievance Petition.

(g) The office is dlrectcd to issue authenticate copy of this
order to both the parties at the earliest.

Nagpur,
Dated 18.09, 2021

o ' _ w{\ i

(Dr. Milind Baréhate} o [Arvigld“ 3. Rohee)
Member, Grievances Committee, Chairman, Grievances Committee

RTM Nagpur University, Nagpur RTM Nagpur University, Nagpur.

H

=T gjenlar ) \ﬂ‘l
{Dr. Nitin Kongre) - {Shri Rajendra Pathak)

Member, Grievances Committee, Member, Grievances Committee,
RTM Nagpur University, Nagpur RTM Nagpur University, Nagpur

Memb_er«Set_:retaxy
" 'Grievances Committee,
““RTM Nagpur University, Nagpur.’

E"“%wz“;% ﬂhts;,. ¥
Nashirasand “‘“Hr«a%f ot Bﬁa%wﬂa
| plapnur University, Magpe



